
Planning Application 14/02791 
 Location 94 Old High Street (corner of St Andrews Road) 
 It is proposed to demolish the existing single-storey rear extension and erect a two-storey extension.  This will 
in effect have the appearance of being almost a new house (even if it has no door). 
 
The Friends of Old Headington have discussed the proposal with the owners, and find that the general approach 
to the problems of a very small house with a not particularly suitable single-storey extension is appropriate. 
 
The front of the existing house onto Old High Street is brick, and the side is rubble stone.  It is proposed to 
build the extension in brick.  This is in keeping with the street scene, where there are a lot of very small houses 
in slightly varying materials. 
 
We would like to suggest two improvements to the plans as seen on the City Council’s website: 
 
(1) The upstairs windows in the proposed extension, shown in the drawings as going right up to the roof, would 
have a more generous appearance with a visible lintel (or a flat brick arch) over them, so as to match the front of 
the house. 
(2) Glazing bars are not detailed on the drawings.  The existing front upstairs window has vertical central bars 
(visible on the photograph, but not in the drawing.)  The windows in the extension should have central glazing 
bars, to match. 
 
Please note that the response of the architect employed by the applicant regarding these two points is as follows: 
 

“We have corrected the omission on the Existing drawing, and have added vertical glazing bars to the As 
Proposed drawings .. Please also note that the windows will be timber.  
The Friends of Old Headington  .. would like to see a visible lintel over the upper windows [but] we feel the 
absence of visible lintels here emphasises the subservience of the new extension to the original building.” 

 The Friends are happy to leave the question of the lintel with Planning Officers. 
 
The final character of this building will depend on the exact choice of materials, and the quality of the 
workmanship.  Given its prominent position in the Conservation area this is particularly important. 
 
With the provisos noted above, the Friends of Old Headington support this application. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Veronica Hurst 
 
Chairman of the Committee of the Friends of Old Headington 
 
9 Stoke Place, OX3 9BX 


